



MENS ELBRABD OF SAL Vaduoat. 








Eee 
————— 


——_—_— 














EDITED BY THE REV. PITT MORSE. 


ne 
-_—— 





“Glory to God in the highest, and on eurth peace, good will towards men.” Luke 2. 14 


‘‘ Tow beautiful are the feet of him that publisheth Salvation.” Isa. 52. 7. 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord.” If sin 
reigned unto eternal or endless death, 
how, I would ask, was it possible for grace 
te reign unto eternal life, over those sub- 
jects of sin and eternal death? But fur- 
ther, the Apostle says, Eph. ii. 1, 4, 5, 
‘and you hath he quickened, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins ; but God who 
is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together 


Mrs. Torrey’s Derence ConcLupDeED. 












The fifth and last particular in the 
charges against me, is, that I ** deny that 
those who die in their sins will go away 
into everlasting punishment.” [ do not 
see how this can be a violation of those ar- 
ticles of faith to which I have once as- 
sented, as there is no sentiment of that 
kind expressed in them, neither do | find 
that any such principle is taught in the 


scriptures. By dying in sin, and going 

away into everlasting punishment, I pre- 

sume you mean jeaving this world ina 

state of impenitence, and going into a state 

/ § of never ending misery, in another and fu- 
ture state of existence ; but, if we take 
the scripture account of a death in sin, we 
: shall find no such idea inculcated. God 
) says by the prophet Ezekiel, ‘ the soul 
that sinneth, it shall die ;” and the same 
principle is clearly expressed in a variety 
of other passages: James, i. 15. ‘* and 
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
t death: Romans, vi. 23. * for the wages 
of sin is death :”? Rom. vy. 12. ** and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned.”? And again Rom. viii. 6. 
“tor to ve carnally minded is death.”— 
Now supposing this death to signify end- 
less misery, what would be the conse- 
quence ? Nothing less than the endless 
and interminable wretchedness of the 
: whole human family ! For ‘ all have sin- 
; ned and come short of the glory of God ;”’ 
r and again **no man liveth and sinneth not,”’ 
if aud he that offendeth in one point is 
guilty of all,’ and as God * will by no 

‘ means clear the guilty,’’ his justice and 
. veracity are pledged to inflict the punish- 
s ment on every sinner which he deserves, 
" and to pay all their wages, which accord- 
e ing to this doctrine is never ending misery. 
But ! do not believe that any such doc- 

— (rine is taught in the scriptures, but on 
the contrary, the Apostle informs us, that 
“where sin abonnded grace did much 
more abound ; that as sin hath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, 





with Christ ; by grace are ye saved :” 
Again, 1. John iii. 14, ‘* we know that we 
have passed from death unto life because 
we love the brethren, he that loveth not 
his brother abideth in death.” 
evident to me, that none could be quick- 
ened from death, or pass from death unto 
life, if that death were never to end.— 


It appears 


From the foregoing, and many other equal- 
ly clear and unambiguous testimonies, it 
appears clearly to me that a death in sin 
is the inevitable consequence of the com- 
mission of sin—is that state of alienation 
from the life of God in which every sinner 
is placed, and from which the grace and 
mercy of God alone can deliver him. Our 
Saviour says to the Jews, John vi. 21 : 
‘© Ye shall seek me, and shall die in your 
sins, whither I go ye cannot come ;” and 
in verse 24, he informs them why they 
should die in their sins, (viz.) because 
they did not believe on him. We find 
likewise in the 52d. verse of the same 
chapter, that Jesus said to the Jews ‘* if 
a man keep my sayings he shall never 
taste of death.’ It appears very plain to 
me that the death here denounced against 
the unbelieving Jews, was that state of 
moral darkness into which they were cast, 
and in which they still remain in conse- 
quence of their rejection of the Saviour. 
If the foregoing observations be correct, 
it will be discovered that the circumstance 
of adeath in sin, affords no evidence in 
support of the doctrine of endless misery ; 
a doctrine, which is not only opposed to 
all the better feelings of the heart, and to 
reason ; but as | humbly conceive, to the 
true character of our heavenly Father. 
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HERALD OF SALVATION. 
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an. io the plain testimonies of the scrip- ing, “an thee shall all the nations be bless 
tues. The Apostle informs us, Acts iil. | ed.” ‘This gospel was preached also to 
90. 91. “and he shall send Jesus Christ, | Isaac and Jacob, as well as to Abraham 


which before was preached unto you, 
whom the heavens must receive until the 
time of restitution of all things, which God 
hath spoken by the month of all his holy 
prophets since the world began.”’ Now 
if the doctrine of the * restitution of all 
things,’ be a doctrine ‘* which God has 
spoken hy the month of all his holy pro- 
phets since the world began,” f cannot sce 
how it can possibly be a doctrine ** con- 
trary to the word of God: and | shall 
now procee:| ‘o arranee a few of the testi- 
monies of Goad’s word, in support of this 
doctrine : The first promise of this kind, 
which ! find in scripture. is contained in 
Gen. iii. 15. in the denunciation of God 
to the serpent, ** and I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman. 
thy seed and her seed, it shall bruise thy 
head, and thon shalt bruise his heel.” 
This declaration | conceive :llndes to the 
destruction of sin. 
is the testimony of God by the prop 
Daniel: Dan. ix 24, that he will * finish 
the transeression, } 


and between 


and’ agreeing with this 


Lat 


ond make an end of sin, 
and make reconciliation for iniquity ind 
bring in everlasting richteonsness, Ke” 
It is also further confirmed by the words 
of the Apostle, Heb. ti 14. 15,  Foras- 
much then as the children are partokers 
of flesh andl blood, he also himself like- 
wise took part of the same, that thromch 
him thot hal the 
and d x= 
liver them who throneh feir of death were 
all their lifetime subject to honda: 
And azun, Ll. John ui. gS. % for this pur- 
pose wis the son of God manifested, 
he micht destroy t’ 


death he might dostroy 


power of death, that isthe devil ; 
> — 


that 


ts a ai ? ? on 29 
»° works of the devil. 


These testimonies.if they prove any thing, 


prove the entire destruction nof only ot 


sin. but of the devil and all his works: 
and if all these are destraved, | cannot dis 
cover the least foundation for the doctrine 
of endless sin and misery : for T consider 
sin and misery inseparably connected, and 
believe that if sin | hat 
misery which is an immediate conseqnence 
I shall 
next notice the promises of God to Abra- 
ham. Isaac and Jacob. 


comes to an end, t 
f sj : 4 ’ °. . 
OF sin, comes to an ena of course, 


as by the Inncuace 
of the Apostle, it appears that they were 
gospel promises.—See Gal. iii. &, ** and 
‘ye scripture foreseeing that God would 
justify the heathen throuch faith. preach- 


ed before the gospe. unto Abral 


-* 


vranam, Ssayve- 


| and it was declared that in them and 

ace a 

| Christ, shall all the kindreds and famili 
| 


| tions, kindreds and families of the earth 


their 
seed, which the Apostle informs Us j 

8 US js 
es 


of the earth be blessed. Now if all the na- 


are ever to be blessed in Christ, (the sead 
of Abraham) with justification through 
| faith ; where will there be any who wil] 
| be endiessly excluded from this blessine 
| or justification ? God says to Christ, Ps. 
| 7, 0, ‘* thou art my son, this day have 
| | begotten thee ; ask of me, and I shall 
| give thee the heathen for thine inher. 
ince, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thy possession ;°* and we find by 
| Christ’s own words that this promise was 
fulfilled, for he says, John iit, 35, * the 
Father loveth the Son, and hath given al! 
things into his hand :°? Mat. xi. 27, «all 
things are delivered unto me of my Fath. 
er: John xin. 3, * Jesus knowing that 
ithe Father had given all things into bis 
hands 3°? xvil. ‘as thou hast given him 
power over all flesh, that he should give 
ternal life te as many as thou hast given 
hin?’ We learn from the last quoted 
passage, the reason why all things were 
ven to Christ, or why he had power giv- 
en him overall flesh, (viz.) that he should 
vive eternal life to all. We may now ask 
| whether this purpose will ever be ac- 
| complished? God says by the propliet 
| isa. Li. 11, © he shall see of the tr. vail 


i . . . . ** } 
| of his sonl and be. satisfied. I do not 
believe that any thing short of the ae- 


complishment of the purpose of God, in 
the final salvation from sin and iniquity, 
of all that God hath civen him. will ever 
satisfy the compassionate soul of the lov: 
Should it be doubted tha’ 


ing Redeemer. , 
| Christ has the power to accomplish this 

we find that he says 
‘* All power is ejyen Un- 
No one 


‘lorious 
Mit. xxvii. 18. 
tome in heaven and in earth. : 
can therefore doubt his power to save all, 
unless they doubt the truth of his own a& 
. ’ 2 > . ’ sf 
sertion. If it should be said that Christ 
has power to save all, but that the soi 
the creature prevents the evercise of tay 
answer in his own 
‘All that the Fe 
- anil 
come to me, © 


purpose, 


power; we have an 


words. Jol n vi. 37> 
‘ther giveth me. shall se 
ae ae 
him that cometh to me | will in De 
4 . - 20 “ce An ° 
cast out. And again XH. sae 
| if | be lifted up from the earth, I wi " 
hall: My time will not pe 


| 
| 


all men unto me.” 
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wit me to quote and comment upon but 
avery few of the scriptures, which clear- 
ly prove the restitution of all things 3 | 
shall therefore proceed to quote a few 
more passages and leave them without 
comment. Psalms, xxi. 27. * All the 
ends of che world shall remember and 
turn unto the Lord ; and all the kindreds 
of the nations shall worship before thee.”’ 
jca, xxv. 6.7.8. And in this mountain 
shall the Lord of hosts make unto all peo- 
ple a feast of fat things &c. He will 
swallow up death in victory; and the 
Lord God shall wipe away tears from ail 
faces and the rebuke of his people shall 
he take away from off all the earth; for 
the Lord hath spoken it.” xly. 23, 24. 
95. ,,1 have sworn by myself, the word is 
cone out of my mouth tn righteousness and 
shall not return, that unto me every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue shal! swear,”’ 
&e. Dan. vii. 14. ** And there was given | 
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, | 
that all people, nations and languages | 
shouldserve him; his dominion is an evy- | 
erlasting dominion, which shall not pass | 
away, and his kingdom that which shall | 
not be destroyed.’’ ech. ix. 11. ** As 
ior thee also, by the blood of thy cove- | 
nant, | have sent for thy prisoners out of | 
the pit, wherein is no water.”? Mat. 1. | 
21. ** Thou shalt call bis name Jesus, for 

he shall save his people from their sins.”’ 
Luke i. 10. ** And the Angel said unto 
them, fear not; for behold I bring you | 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be | 
dall people.’ John vi. 33. ‘Per the 
bread of God is he which cometh down | 
irom heaven and giveth life unto the | 
world.”? xu. 47. For IT came not to | 
udge the world, but to save the world.”’ | 
i. Cor. xv. 22. “For as in Adam all die, | 
even so, in Christ shall all be made alive.’’#} 
iph. i. 9. 10. ** Having made known to | 
is, the mystery of his will, according to}, 
his good pleasure which he hath purposed 
in himself, that in the dispensatiun of the 

‘ulness of time, he might gather together; | 
inoue, all things in Christ, both which 
we in heaven, and which are in earth, e-f, 
Vvenin him.” 1 Tim. ii. 3. 6. * For this 
's good and acceptible in the sight of God 
vur saviour ; who will have all men to be 
saved and come unto the knowledge of 
thetruth. For there is one God, ond one} 
mediator between God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time.” | 
Would obserye respecting the will of Gods 
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that, * he worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will,”’ and that his 
* counsel’shall stand,’’ and * he will do all 
his pleasure.”’ Heb. ii. 9. “ But we see 
Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels, for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honor; that he, 
by the grace of God, should taste death for 
every man.” Col. i. 20. ** And having 
made peace through the blood of his cross 
by him, to reconcile all things unto bim- 
self; by him, | say, whether they be 
things in earth or things in heaven.” Rev. 
v. 15. ** And every creature which is in 
heaven, or on the earth, and under the 
eirth, and as such are inthe sea, and all 
that are in them, heard | saying, blessing, 
honor, glory and power be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne,and unto the Lamb 
forever and ever.”’ | have now quoted all 
the passages of scripture, which my time 
will permit in support of my sentiments, 
although they are but a very few of those 
contained in the word of God. But if 
these are not sufficient to establish the 
point, a thousand more to the same pur- 
pose would not doit. ‘The Psalmist says 
‘Thy testimonies are very sure,” and 
the apostle says, ‘ If we receive the wit- 
ness of men,the witness of God is greater.”’ 
If therefore, | receive those passages as 
the testimony of Gdd, through his inspired 
apostles and prophets ; lmust believe in 
the doctrine of the final restitution of all 
things, as I cannot see how those testimo- 
nies can be true on any other ground. | 
would add. (hat what I have written, ccn- 
tains a brief summary of my sentiments, 


| and of the evidence on which they are 


founded,and | have deemed it my duty, in 
order to prevent the possibility of misrep- 
resentation or misunderstanding, to com- 
mit my views on the subject to writing. 
If 1} have failed to show that my senti- 
ments are not “ opposed to the word of 
God,” or if the charges against me amount 
to crime or sin, I shall expect the Session 
to proceed in the tri 1; and on the other 


| hand, if this be not the case, I shall ex- 


pect to be honorably exonorated trom 
all censure as well as trom the charges. 
Be assured brethren, | entertain no 
feelings towards either of you, or towards 
anv member of the church, but those of 
christian charity ; and my sincere prayer 
to God is, that he would shed upon you 
the light of divine truth, and enable you 
to proceed in this business, «s becometh 
the oracles of truth ; and finally, that you 
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may be conducted by his wisdom through | 
life, and at last be brought to join 


ransomed world in celebrating his praise, 
through a never ending eternity of rest 
and felicity in his kingdom. 
JERUSHA TORREY. 
Brownville, April 28, 1824. 
Rev. Srr—-Something more than a 
month has elapsed since the session met at | 
my house, and | have not yet been in- 
formed of your decision. As proceedings 
of any judicatory, whether civil or eccle- 
siastical, are calculated to excite public 
feeling, and when the circumstances are 
partially understood, to cast a reproach 
upon the character of the accused ; I am | 
anxious to know the result of your delib- 
eration as to my case, and would wish not 
to be kept longer in suspense. Please to 
inform me soon of your decision, and like- 
wise favor me with a copy of the whole | 
proceedings, and believe me ever 
Yours, with due respect, 
JERUSHA TORREY. 
Rev. N. M. Wells. 
Brownville, April 28, 1824. 
Dear Frrenp—Yours of this day has | 
been received. The session will probably | 
meet to-morrow, when there will, | pre- 
sume, be a decision in your case, of which | 
you will be immediately intormed. Your | 
request for acopy of the minutes shall be | 
laid before the session. With sentiments 
of esteem, 
Yours, &c. 
N. M. WELLS. 
Mrs. Jerusha Torrey. 
Brownville, 3d May, 1824. 
Dean Frienp—lI send you, agreeably to 
your request, a copy of the minutes of the 
session, by which you will be made ac- 
quainted with their decision. And while 
I do so, my feelings can be known only to 
God and mvself. If 1 know any thing of 
my own he urt, T have been actuated in the 
whole of this painful business by a sense 
of duty. I cannot but believe you to be 
in agreat error, and it has been, and still 


is, my daily prayer to God that your eyes | 


may be open to sec it. I feel no diminu 

t on «fanxiety for your temporal inter °st or 
for your eternal welfare, and it is my ar- 
dent desire that with much prayer you may 
continue to examine the subject. You can- | 
not but feel that you may be wrong. exan - 
ine and re-examine, therefore, that blessed | 
volume which God hath put into our hands, 
but forget not that the letter killeth, it is 


SALVATION. 


Ne ti 


the spirit that maketh alive. Pray ther 
fore, for the guidance and teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, who guideth into all truth, 
[ remain, affectionately yours, 
N. M. WELLS 
Mrs. Jerusha Torrey. 
Minutes of the proceedings of of the Session. 
4th February, 1824, 
It having been reported that Mrs. Je. 
rusha Torrey has departed from the faith 
once delivered to the saints, denyine tho 
Godhead of Christ and of the Holy Spirit 
and the endless punishment of those who 
die ina state of impenitency— 
Therefore Resolved, That the moder. 
tor and Elder Wm. Clark be a committer 
to wait on Mrs. Torrey, and in the name 
of the session to cite her to appear before 
them and answer to the above reports, if 
it be found necessary. . 
Ist March, 1824. 
The Mod’r. from the committee ap 
pointed to wait on Mrs. Torrey, reported 
that they had had an int ?rview with her, 
and deeming it necessary they had, agreea- 
bly to their instructions, cited her a: 
pear before session to answer to the fel- 
lowing reports, which were in circulation, 
viz: That she had departed from those 


| articles of faith to which she had once giy- 


en her consent ;—In denying the doctrine 
of the Trinity—the divinity of the Lori 
Jesus Christ—the personality and divinits 


| of the Holy Ghost—the divine institution 
| and sanctity of the Holy Sabbath—and the 


endless punishment of the finally impeni- 
tent. 

The Mod’r. further reported, that a 
majority ot the cession were together on 


| the day on which Mrs, ‘Torrey was cite! 


to appear, but in consequence of a letter 
received from Mrs. Torrey, denying the 
right of session to deal with her on accoun! 
of the sentiments she might embrace, anc 
declaring that she should not attend, ses- 
session did net constitute, but deferred 


° . . rt’. Xs pas 
the consideration of Mrs. Torrey's case, 
tilkthe present meeting. 


On motion, the Mod’r. was directed to 
send a second citation to Mrs. Torrey, fT 


quiring her to atte nda meeting of sessio”. 


to be held at the house of the moderato? 
on the 11th inst. at 3 o’clock P. M. 
11th March, 1824. | 

Mrs. Terrey not appearing agreeably 
to the last citation—on motion, the Mod’. 
was directed to cite Mrs. Torrey for - 
third time to appear before the session @ 
the house of Mr. Levi Torrey, 0” the = 
of the present month. 











HERALD OF 


Ct ttt ty 


wreeably to previous appointment, (all 
-oneerned agreeing on the 22d instead of 
the 23d to which the session stood regu- 
jarly adjourned. ) / 

Mrs. ‘Lorrey appeared before session 
rad admitted the truth of the reports as 
stated in the ecttation (with the exception 
of objecting to her ideas on the Holy Spirit 
nd he Sabbath bem taken up on the 
sponnd of common fame, having declared 
jer sentiments on those points only to 
the committe e of session.) Mrs. T orrey 
read before session a written defence of 
her sentiments. 


On motion, the further consideration of | 


Vrs, Torrey’s case was deferred till the 
next meeting of session. 

Tih ra 1824. 

the case Mrs. ‘Torrey 

is further deferred ur il aes should be 

i greater number oat the session convened. 
April, 1824, 

he cousideration of the case of Mrs. 

orrey Was taken up, and after a free 


Cia moti 


Mires t! i) of fie Leni hea (| of the 
resolved that 
Torrey be, and she hereby ts sus- 


xpED from this church, until she turn | 


m those errors into which it appears 
ion her own confession she. has fallen. 
sossion were e 
lorrey was sus- 
rents of the church, 


ind, that though My 

led from the sacran 
he was still a memb: 
ented and watched over as such tn the 
emper ands» rit of the gospel. 

‘irs. Torrey not being present, the 
lod’r was directed {o furnish hernot only 
ih acopy of this minute, but agreeably 
» her request, with all the minutes re late 


(ruc copy, 
N. M. WELLS, .Mod’ 


REMARKS. 

ve have at length arrived at the con- 
ion of these painful, if not worse than 
useless proceedings. And what is the 

iclusion of the whole matter ? We have 
in the following resolution : ‘* Resolved 
taat Mrs. Torrey be, and she hereby is 

pended from this church, until she turn 
‘rom those errors into which it appears 
upon her own confession she has fallen.” 
Who does not see that it is easy to apply 


the term error try the opinion of others i 


SALVATION. 


92d March, 1824. 
ession met ef the house of Mr. Torrey 
' 
| 


' the rights of his fellow creature, 
| to others as he would that ethers should 


} ‘ «5 
then meives b emg pues ‘Wes, 


the subrect and seeking | 


xhorted to bear in | to her friends and to the world; 


r, and was to be | 


He as Mea. ‘Torrey +> upon her OWN confes- 

sion”’ fallen into errors ? She cert linly has 

not: Instead of confessing herself in an 
error, she has ably, and we think conely- 
sively vindicated her Opinions in her de- 
fence, and that defence has not been an- 
swered. She has not only shown that her 

sentiments are scriptural, but that the pro 

ceedings of her brethren are unauthorised 
by inspira.ion, and have no sanction from 
the laws of our country. How long shall 
the peace of the moral world be disturbed 
by proceedings so intolerant, anti-social 
and unnocessary ? Without the spirit of 
prophecy, we can give it as our opition 
that such will continue to be the oceasion- 

al practice of professors of religion, unt! 

every creed of human invention shall be 
anniilated, and man shall learn to respect 
and do 


do unto him. 

The conduct of Mrs. T. will receive 
the approbation of all who duly regard 
their obligations to Gon ; her accusers 
lier character 
remains unsni}red ci He otwit hst anding he r er 
persion fram the church. Convinced as 
she was of the erroneousness of her form- 
er sentiments, she was bound to renounce 
them by the ties which bind her to the 
throne of Jehovah ; by the obligations of 
a mind of integrity ; by the duty she owed 
and she 
could no more avoid what she as done in 
this aflair, and be honest, than she could 
absolve herself from her allegiance to God. 
Shall human authority ané*human intertfer- 

ence, approach the sacred altar of ‘the hu- 
man heart and obstruct its intercourse with 


the Almighty ’ We trust our Presbyte rian 


friends will again seriously consider these 
things, and we are confident that, after so 


=~ 9 


' many examples of this kind, community 


will be very cautious before they entan- 
cle themselves with a“ yoke of bondage 
so difficult to be broken. In all we have 
said, we do not mean to impeach the in- 
tegrity of any of thos se who have accused 
and suspended Mrs. ‘I’. : we entertain for 
them the highest respect; we me: rely con- 
tend that there is something wrong ‘in the 
principles which oblige men thus to act, 
and the age in which we live, re q uires and 
loudly dem: ands the utter abolition and re 
jec tion of every iF cies of intoleran 





ANOTHER EXCOMMU NICATIC IN. 


Some time during the winter past, Lze 
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Kiel W. Robbins, a young man of unblein- 
ished moral character, was excluded fron: 
the Congreg gational Church in Adams, 
merely for believing in the fulfilment of 
the divine mission of Christ, who ** came 
to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

While pursuing classical and theological 
studies with an intention of becoming a 
preacher of Calvinism, br. Robbins became 


convinced of the falsity of the doctrine of 


endless, merciless punishment,and joytul- 
ly embraced the doctrine of the restitution 
of all things, ** which God hath spoken by 
the montis of all his holy prophets since 
the world began.”’ He has commenced the 
labors of the ministry of universal recon- 
ciliation, and we confidently trust that he 
will. be instrumental in turning many to 
righteousness, 
knowledge of the true God. 


The following isa copy of his excom- | 


munication, with the pretended authority 
for this relic of popery. 

“The authority of the church to ex- 
clude unworthy members from her com- 
munion, is of divine origin. The aut 
ity under which we act in the present 
case, is from the Apostle Paul, in his E- 
pisile to Titus, 3d chapter, 10th and 11th 
verses, A man that is an heretic, after 
the first andsecond admonition, reject ; 
knowing that he thatis such, is subverted 
aod sinneih, being condeinned o! 
Acting thus under the authority of 
communicated in his holy word, 


Lar 
iOTr- 


“himse ~ 
God, 
| proceed 
to declare, that *“* Whereas’ Ezekiel W. 
Robbins ‘hi ith been, 
convicted of heresy in the doc- 
trine ef endless punishment, * and aiter 
tinately 


{ 41, 
blettad 


hw anflintan® meant 
VY SULTC Ie! pi Ol, 


; ‘ 
GQenyine 


much admonition and prayer, obs 
refuseth to hear the 
manifested no evidence of 
therefore, inthe name, and by the 
tiv of the Lord Jesus Christ, 


church, and 
repengmainee 


author- 


him to be excluded from the conimunion | 
of the church.” | 
A true copy of the original. Attest, 


“ABEL L. CRANDALL, Pustor. | 


ont 39 


‘jdams, May 2, 1824. 
To the Rev. elo i Crandall. 


Dean Srn—Since you have felt it to be | 


your dt uty to exe lude aw rorthy member of 


the church to which you labor, from its 
communion, for the sole reason that he 
found it necessary for him, in order to 
maintain * codline ss und honesty,” to re- 
ject the unscriptaral Opinion of unmerci- 
ful and endless punishment ; since you 
probably suppose that vou have { 


and bringing them to the | 


| ee hkOUNnCE | 


hfally | t | 


SALVATION. 


performed this incumbeni duty, 


and haye 


been pleased to state what you consi 


ler 
your authority for so doing ; I trust y 


ou 
will require no other apology for this com. 


munication than a statement of the simple 
fact, that | consider it my duty thus to ad- 
dress you. 

You have exhibited what you Say is 
‘‘the authority of the church to exclude 
unworthy members.”? But, Sir, Mr. Rob. 
bins was not an unworthy member! Yoy 
have made no charge against him on ac. 
count of immoral and unw orthy conduct ; 

: you will not even pretend that his moral 
| gh acter 1s ed as good Ps your own,— 
y then was he unworthy : Perhi aps you 
| wil say, he Was ‘**an heretic :? ’ but sir, 
| what is ‘an ahh »? You must be a- 
| ware of the tact that anctent writers used 
| the words heresies and sects as synonomous 
| ind the word heretic may signify one who 
/ entertains an opinion which he deems cor- 
rect. This is certainly compatible with 
the utmost integrity of heart. When it 
| is duly considered how v: iriously the word 
| heretic has been used, it will cease to ter- 
_rify or disgrace any man of common under- 
standing. ‘The Pope called all the re- 
‘formers heretics, and immolated vast num- 
innocent victims at the shrine ot 
Sabellius, Luther, Calvin, 
Beza& others, considered those 
who varied from them in opinion as here- 
In one age of the world the same 
doctrines were considered heretical, which 
at another time had been deemed orthodex. 
\nd it is worthy of special notice, that Si. 
Paul uses the following language, Acts 2! 
'14, ‘but this | confess unto thee, that 
after the way which they call heresy, so 
worship I the God of my fathers, beliey 
ing all things which are written in the law 
and the prophets, ” It is true that the 
word heresy is sometimes applied by the 
Apoatie ‘sto bad churacters, but in no In 
ance have thes applie <d this word to any 
be ‘ause of an épinion which consists with 
‘integrity of heart. ‘fo the C Corinthians, 
| to the Galatians and to Titus, the Apostle 
| Panl applies the words jieres y and heretic 
to zmmoral practices, and hos who per- 
form things which the y know to be wrong, 
ind are self-condemuned, or conscious of 
‘committing sin ; but he does not apply the 
|term heretic to an honest upright man, be- 
‘cause his understanding may be the re- 
Ice ‘pticle of an error, w hile in the sincerity 
of the heart he desires the truth and labors 
he heretic Paul woul 
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| bers of 
pupe Psion. 


‘ Sor ‘UUs, 
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to ciscover it, 
















have rejected, is one who “ is subverted 
and sinneth, being condemned of himselt.”’ 
Do you think sir, that Mr. Robbins * is 
condemned of himself” for his opinions ? 
Nosir, you will not pretend before the 
world, that Mr. R. is any more guilty on 
account of his faith, than you are for a be- 
lief in Calvinism! This scripture therefore 
cives you no authority for the exclusion 
of Mr. R. from the communion of the 
church. 

But it is said that Mr. R. has been * con- 
victed of heresy in denying the doctrine 
of endless punishment.’”? But, sir, the 
phrase ‘endless punishment” does not oc- 
cur in the scriptures—nor is that inconsis- 
tent, merciless dogma even stated in any 
language inthe bible! By what authority 
then do you make heresy of an opinion that 
is not mentioned in the volume of inspira- 
tion? If you think | am mistaken in this 
matter, please to avail yourself of the col- 
umns of this paper to refute my opinion. 

Itis said that Mr. R. ‘hath manifested 
no evidence of repentance.” Pray, sir, 
would you have a man repent of his hon- 
esty 2? Of what shall a man repent when he 
is conscious of no crime? I sincerely 
hope, sir, that you will live to repent of 
your conduct in this affair, or at least, that 
you will deeply regret it; but I have not 
the arrogance to ask you to repent, or 
even to regret it, till you shall be convin- 
ced that you have done wrong. 

You say, * In the name and by the au- 
thority of the Lord Jesus Christ, I pro- 
nounce himto be excluded,” &c. Permit 


me, sir, to say, that in my opinion the | 


HERALD OF SALVATION. 


| 


' 


\ 


Lord Jesus Christ authorises no such con- | 


duct for such reasons, and | am fully per- 
suaded that it is not in your power to pro- 
duce any authority for such proceedings. 
As Ihave not called in question your 
honesty, and as | can assure you that I feel 
no personal enmity, but wish you the pos- 
session and enjoyment of every blessing, 
‘trust that-you will receive this as the 
faithful admonition ofa sincere friend, who 
may stand in need of, and would gratefully 
receive a reciprocation of this favor. 
Yours affectionately, 
PITT MORSE. 
P.S. If it should be thought that this 
‘etter is as applicable to the church as to 
yourself, 1 am perfectly willing that it 
should be so applied. 
Yours, &e 


P.. Ta. 


| 


| 


i 
| 
| 


Lo 





The following question was asked by a 
preacher of Calvinism and answered by a 
believer in Universalism. 

Question. Can there not be an augmen- 
ted degree of happiness participated a- 
mongst the blessed of God, of the children 
of men, in consequence of the eternal suf- 
ferings of a portion of the same species ? 
Answer, No. Theatiribute of God’s un- 
bounded mercy forbids it. Can a being 
of infinite mercy, and almighty power, 
who spake light into existence, and turns 


the hearts of the children of men as the 


streams of water are turned, suffer a part 
of his children to endure eternal misery, 
when he can of his fulness with equal ease, 
give them the enjoyment of himself eternal- 
ly in bliss, without diminishing in the least 
degree his sources of mercy? An earthly 
parent would be considered an unnatural 
wretch devoid of affection, should he suf- 
fer any of his children to languish and 
perish, for the want of sustenance, when 
he had it in abundance, and to spare.— 
And is a man more compassionate than 
God? No: we are informed in divine 
writ, that our heavenly Father is more 
merciful towards his offspring than it is 
possible for an earthly parent to be to- 
wards his. All beings capable of suffering 
must have a capacity also for enjoyment ; 


then on the supposition that nine out ot 


teu ofthe family of man are doomed to e- 
ternal wo, and that the sum of enjoyment 
will be augmented thereby, then the hap- 
piness of the blessed tenth must be in- 
creased more than ten fold in consequence 
of the sufferings of the nine, so in propor- 
tion, or ratio, for every greater or lesser 
number. Suppose I ama favored one : 
who shall be designated for the victims to 


' suffer that my happiness may be enhanced 


thereby? Shall they be of the heathen 
of a foreign or, of the natives of our own 


‘country ; of, of my neighbors, or, my 


own family ? Could any being possessing 
aspark of philanthropy, or parental fee- 


| lings, or, filial affection, knowingly (if pos- 


sible) accept eternal happiness at such a 
rate ? would he not rather suffer with 
them, than to accept happiness on such 
terms? The popular opinion is that the 
eternal abodes of happiness and misery, 
are located within seeing and hearing dis- 
tances of each other, and the nearest and 
dearest kindred will behold each other in 
their different situations ; an husband en- 
joying the bliss of heaven, looks into the 
‘abodes of wretchedness and recognizes 
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her wo in time was as near and dear to | 


him us his own life, writhing in the most 
excrut icing agony,and shall so continue as 


Jong «ws God exists ; so vice versa a wife | 


beholds an husband, a parent a child, 


child « parent, and so through every grade | 


of affinity. 


Could such an one enjoy happiness | 


without alloy, or even at all? Not unless 
his nataral sympathy, for sufiering human- 
ity has become callous to sensibility, by 
being spiritual, holy, and just: and if this 


be the effect ot holiness in the heart, then | 


it appears that unholiness infiuences to 


more Godlike affections and feelings, than | 


holiness. For God *“*has compassion upon 


the ignorant and those that are out of the | 
way,” and in anticipation of the distress | 


and sufferings of the Jews, Jesus did not 
refrain from wee ping over Jerusolem.— 


And when the world of mankind become | 
estranged from God, by sin and cisobedi- | 
ence, he yet so loved them that he sent | 


his son into the world to die, that the 


world through him might be saved. ‘And | 


his tender mercies are over all the works 
ot his hands.’ I[s there any, even the 


most obdurate, so devoid of tellow feeling | 


as not to be excited to sympathy by be- 
holding extreme suffering by a tellow 
mortal, although an utter stranger, or 


even anenemy? And if a state ef erace | 


tend to eradicate this principle wherein is 
such a state preferable to a state of 
ture ? 

As it respecis the aggregate of enjoy- 
ment; I would observe that the intellec- 
tual capacity of man may be compared to 
a vessel; it cannot contain more than its 
measure, this adm'tted then, if any being 

capable of eternal h: 'p piness sufler etern: 7 
misery, just so much is the amount t of e- 
ternal happiness diminished as that being 
has capacity for enjoyment. And could 
one half of rational creation suffer endless 


misery ; there would then be but one half | 


of the sum of eternal happiness enjoyed, 
that there will be when * eve ry creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and al! that are in them.’ shall be 
‘heard saying, biessing., and honer, and 
clory, and power, unt hin that sitteth 
upou the throne, aud unto the Lamb fer- 


“or an! 
‘ver anu ever. 
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[FOR THE HERALD. | 
REBUKED WITH aA SMILF 
With grief-worn look. 

And e yes that spoke 

Hier sorrow-mingled ple 
My kind good wife, 
Joy of my lite, 
Embrac’d her i 


ee 


‘ 
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The artless Boy, 

With playful joy 

Neceiv’d her fond caresses - 
And smiling sweet, 

Would spring to meet 

Her oft-repeated kisses 


With tear-dim’d eyes, 
And half-form d sighs, 
The mother—still caress 
Exclaim’d—* my child, 
* ‘Too much defil’d 
Art thou tor heaven’s blessin 


‘ Thy native sin, 
* Deep fix’d within, 
‘* Unfits thy soul tor heaven— 
** O! God of Love, 
* That sin remove, 
\nd be my child forgiven. 


At this the child 

More sweetly emil’d, 

A cherub smile assuming 
And seem’‘d to be, : 

In purity, 

An infant oe ware 


NO’ t 1c E. 
The Black River Branch of the Wes- 


'tern Association of Universalists in the 


State of New-York, will meet on the last 
Wednesday in June and the first day ol 
July next, in the village of Brownville. 

T his meeting was adtourned to meet 0! 
the fourth Wednes: lay and Thursday ! 
June next—but for m: ny important rea- 
sons it becomes necessary to postpone ' 

‘il the Jast Wednes: day in June and the 

iursday following. 
7e.—Public service will be attende' 
usual time of service during boi 
expected that each Society in this 
. will appoint two delegates to mee! 


‘neil on this occasion. 
we 


WOODWARD. PRINTER. 





